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enough has been shown to prove that the operations of the
metropolitan vestries and Board of Works ought not to be
excepted from a general system of central supervision.

CLERKENWELL.

The Clerkenwell Vestry have unanimously resolved that
the sanitary condition of the parish is in a most unsatis-

factory state, and they have called upon their medical
officer, Dr. Griffith, to prepare a report as to the remedies
which should be adopted. Mr. Brooke, one of the guardians
of the poor, said that he had personally inspected the
houses of the poor, and found that filth had been permitted
to accumulate to a most disgraceful extent, and that the
poor had no remedy. He read a list of overcrowded and
unhealthy dwellings, some of -which were " perfectly
frightful," and he said that when these people were ill they
had recourse to the guardians, and became burdens on the
ratepayers. The vestry had permitted houses to remain
which should long ago have been razed to the ground. The

Sanitary C:mmittee had never once met this year. The
medical officer stated that the Sanitary Committee had
damped his energy in not considering and acting upon his
suggestions. It is to be hoped that the vestry will now
turn over a new leaf. They have practically passed a vote of
censure on their own neglect of duty, and it will now re-
main for Dr. Griffith to prepare a comprehensive measure
of sanitary reform.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REPORTS.

Mr. Power’s report on the outbreak of typhus fever at
Chesham is one of great interest. Chesham has a popula-
tion of 5000 persons, and, as we reported last week, the
mortality for the quarter was at the annual rate of 49 per
1000. In May last the disease was imported by two tramps,
who took up their residence in a low beer-shop which
opened behind in Hearn’s-yard, a densely crowded and most
unwholesome place much frequented by the inhabitants.
Within forty-eight hours of his arrival one of the tramps
was admitted into the workhouse with "fever." He re-
covered. About ten days afterwards his companion, who
had slept in the same bed, also fell ill, but remained at the
beer-shop. A few days afterwards another man, who had
been in communication with both men from their arrival,
was taken ill. A woman living in Hearn’s-yard nursed him,
and after nursing him for a fortnight she, too, was taken
ill. From this time fresh cases occurred more frequently,
so that by the end of September there had been in Hearn’s-
yard and the adjoining houses 38 cases of fever with 5
deaths. About this time the two medical men who had
attended the sick fell ill with the fever, and the epidemic
began to spread over the town. It was conveyed to Star-
yard, half a mile distant, by a woman who went to nurse
her daughter in Hearn’s-yard, and within forty-eight hours
after this woman’s seizure her husband and two of her
children were down with the fever. Altogether by the
beginning of November there had been 80 cases and 21
deaths. The attendants on the sick suffered severely. Of
8 so employed 4 took the disease-viz., two medical men, a
nurse from the St. John’s Institution, and the vicar; and of
these one medical man, the nurse, and the vicar died. It is
remarkable that the children were affected at the same time
by an epidemic of what was supposed to be measles. But
Mr. Power saw some of the patients in bed with typhus
cases, and there would seem to be no doubt that the eruption
was that of typhus. There were 80 such cases and 4
deaths. The eruption in many cases was not serious, and
excited but little attention. The older the child the more
severe was the case. It is satisfactory to find that a

temporary hospital was opened a few days after the in-
spector’s visit, that considerable activity was shown in the
matter of disinfection, and that by the end of the month of
November the epidemic was nearly at an end.

STRIKING INSTANCE OF THE EFFICACY OF VACCINATION.

11 Nearly forty years ago," says the celebrated American
traveller John Rae, "the small-pox spread like a scourge
from the Missouri river all over the prairies, being carried
by bands of horse-stealers from one tribe to another; for
these amiable ‘ children of nature’ no sooner heard of any
of their neighbours being attacked by the terrible disorder
than parties went immediately to rob the sufferers of their
most valuable property. They got the horses, but they also

caught the disease, and many hundreds died. The Crees,
a tribe of many thousands, having nearly all been vacci-
nated by the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officer in charge of
the district, escaped with the loss of only two of their
number." 

____

North Woolwich. - The Metropolitan Board of Works
have at length taken measures to drain the district of North
Woolwich. They are to contribute a sum not exceeding
&pound;1500 towards the construction of 400 feet of sewer, ten
feet wide and of proportionate height, to receive the sew-
age of North Woolwich, and to act as a reservoir between
the tides. The local board undertake the whole future con-
trol, subject, however, to the satisfaction of the engineer to
the Board of Works.
Lambeth,-Dr. M’Cormack has presented his first report.

He finds many plague spots in the parish, and reflects on
the bad state of many of the streets. He regrets that a
mortuary and disinfecting chamber have not been provided.
He finds the waters of the Lambeth and the Southwark
companies polluted with sewage, and entirely unfit for
human consumption.

Marylebon.e.-The Guardians have resolved to expend
X5230 in the purchase of a site and the erection of a Poor-
law Dispensary in York-court and East-street.

Tavistock.-At a meeting of the Board of Guardians held
last week twenty-seven fresh cases of small-pox were re-
ported.

INQUIRY RELATIVE TO ENDEMIC
DISEASES OF INDIA.

WE have received a copy of an important document
which is about to be circulated in India by the Indian
Government, with the view of obtaining more definite in-
formation than we at present possess with regard to cer-
tain diseases which are, most of them, endemic in the

country, and whose attack is chiefly confined to the skin.
This document, fully illustrated with plates and engravings,
and drawn up with great care and ability, is entitled " a,
Scheme for obtaining a better Knowledge of the Endemic
Skin Diseases of India," and is the joint production of Dr.
Tilbury Fox and Dr. T. Farquhar. It was submitted in
the first instance to the Army Sanitary Commission, who
reported very favourably upon it, and the Secretary of
State for India in Council at once decided to circulate it in

India, as it seemed calculated to render no little service to
medical science. The Indian Government, we must say,
has of late evinced a most laudable readiness to institute
and to further all inquiries which seem likely to really
benefit science, and their liberality in meeting the neces-
sary expense, as in the present instance, is commendable.
An enormous field for the observation of diseases of all
kinds is afforded by India, and we are glad to find that it
is about to be utilised in one direction on the present oc-
casion. It is stated that two main objects are proposed :-

"1. To obtain and then to circulate a better knowledge
of the more important endemic skin diseases of India, or
such as principally attack the skin; and thereby

‘&deg; 2. To bring about an agreement, which is far from ex-
isting at present, between the profession in India and in
England as to the nomenclature, the typical character,
the varieties, and the probable or demonstrated causes of
the diseases in question.
" One special though indirect result of the inquiry would

be, that those who were training in this country for me-
dical service in India would be enabled to acquire, with no
little readiness, a satisfactory knowledge of a certain class
of diseases of the commonest occurrence in India, the
components of which class they would have at once to
treat on their arrival in that country, and of which no great
amount of clinical experience can be obtained in England.
Further, the inquiry would be of great use to the English,
and, indeed, the Continental practitioner, in furnishing
him with valuable guides for the more speedy recognition
and the better treatment of the numerous cases of peculiar
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skin diseases that are imported into this country and else-
where from India, a locality that abounds in material for
scientific investigation as regards the influence of climate,
&c., upon cutaneous disease.

,,It is also believed that the inquiry may tend to show
not only what are the special diseases due directly to special
climatic influences, but also the character and extent of
variations in the same disease induced by differences of
climate: for the same disease does undoubtedly vary in its
characters in different countries.
"The mode in which it is believed the objects above

stated may be easily secured is by seeking the assistance
of the scattered and able medical officers of India in the
collection of facts, and by utilising and unifying the ex-
perience and opinions of these gentlemen.
"The details of the scheme are so arranged as to re-

move, it is believed, some of the special difficulties under
which the Indian medical officer labours in the prosecution
of careful investigations into the nature and causes of dis-
ease in India; though, in the face of very special obstacles,
it is surprising how good is the work done by Indian ob-
servers from time to time. Reference is specially made to
the few opportunities afforded Indian medical officers of
consulting libraries, of obtaining access to the multifarious
periodical publications in which are recorded the most
recent researches of European pathologists, the difficulty
of carrying about with them the necessary apparatus for
minute and experimental inquiry, and the like.

" The difficulties referred to will be in great measure
lessened by giving a r&eacute;surn&eacute; of the latest researches and
the opinions of European dermatologists relative to the
various diseases to which it is thought desirable to direct
attention, and by indicating the points of doubt which
require to be cleared up, and the line of investigation which
should be pursued in the future, for the further elucidation
of the nature and causes of particular diseases.
"By indicating the several points upon which informa-

tion is specially needed, not only will the main objects of
the inquiry be promoted, but the time and labour of Indian
medical officers will be greatly economised."
The medical officer, in fact, into whose hands the paper

may fall, will be placed in possession of all the information
he needs, to at once commence an accurate observation of
cases or collection of data. He has no need to go and read
up the latest opinions of this or that dematologist on the
subject ; for they are placed ready to his hand, and he is
left in no doubt as to the exact information which is needed.

" The following are the diseases to which it is thought
desirable that attention should be directed :-1. Morphoea.
2. Scleroderma. 3. Framboesia. 4. Delhi sore. 5. Keloid.
6. Fibroma. 7. The elephant leg, or elephantiasis Arabum,
or tropical big leg. 8. The fungus foot of India, or Madura
foot. 9. The true leprosy, or elephantiasis Gr&aelig;corum. 10.
Leucoderma. 11. Pityriasis versicolor in unusual forms.
12. Burmese ringworm. 13. Malabar itch. 14. Lichen tropicus,
or prickly heat.
" The information which is particularly asked for is

essentially such as is precise. Mere general statements or
replies to questions of a wide and general character are
specially undesired. Special forms for note-taking and for
tabulating cases are given with the accounts of certain of
the diseases. 

-

" When sufficient data have been collected, a special sum-
mary report will be made on the whole subject. Each ob-
server will have full credit given him for any contribution
he may furnish towards the report.
"Morbid specimens properly preserved, if sent home,

would be thoroughly investigated, and the results embodied
in any report made. Representations of diseases in the
way of photographs, sketches, and coloured drawings are
also asked for/"

Certain of the diseases referred to cannot be regarded as
endemic in India-e.g., scleroderma and molluscum fibrosum.
They are dealt with in order that light may be thrown upon
the question of their supposed relationship to leprosy.
There are excellent plates and engravings illustrative of

Delhi sore, of fibroma, of keloid, of elephantiasis Gr&aelig;corum,
Madura foot, leucoderma, and Burmese ringworm.
Some of the diseases noticed occur in other parts of the

world, especially the West India Islands; and we under-
stand that the Earl of Kimberley, having had his attention
drawn to the document, has made application to the India

Office for copies to send to certain of the colonies, with a
view of obtaining the information sought. The Director-
General of the Medical Department of the Navy will follow
Lord Kimberley’s example, it is thought, and forward the
document to China and the Red Sea.
The paper is of interest to the European physician, as

embodying a digest of all that is known, and as indicating
what is best established, with regard to the diseases dealt
with. Medical science ought to benefit by the inquiry,
the initiation of which is as creditable to the India Office
as it is to Dr. Tilbury Fox and his able coadjutor, Dr.
Farquhar. We hope the medical men of India and the
colonies will forward the object of the inquiry in every pos-
sible way, and return such data as may supply the material
for a good report upon the nature, pathology, and cause of
the diseases treated of in the paper.

ST. THOMAS’S SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.

IT may be confidently predicted that the medical school
at St. Thomas’s will take its ancient honourable place as one
of the first and most complete in the metropolis; and although
this is the first session in the new buildings, and there
remains much to be done in the way of fittings, arrangement,
and decoration, it will be the fault of the student himself
should he fail therein to obtain a thorough knowledge of
his profession.
The arrangements for imparting a practical knowledge of

pharmacy and materia medica are unusually good. The apo-
thecary’s shop at St. Thomas’s is a large room, situated be-
tween the main corridor and the out-patient waiting hall. It
is admirably fitted up-on a plan similar to, though less
expensive than, that of St. Bartholomew’s. It is in charge
of a chief apothecary and three assistants, and at the present
time there are seven students engaged in a regular course
of instruction. It is to be regretted that this number is
not greater, for the apothecary remarks that only a few of
those who have not passed through this course ever attain
to the art of prescribing properly. All the medicines are
made up with distilled water. The wine and spirit store is
also in charge of the apothecary, and the check upon the
consumption is unusually simple and complete. Beneath
the apothecary’s shop is the laboratory, fitted up with
steam evaporating-pan, mortars, &o. &c., and in an adjoining
room there is a store of tinctures.
The drug room is fitted with drawers and bunks, it being

. the habit of the drug committee to buy in fresh stock about
twice a year.
The out-patient department is less extensive than when

, we reported upon it two years ago, owing to the removal to
the new building. There are five consulting rooms, and

> each assistant is attended by three students, who enter the
names, write prescriptions, and dress the patients in turn.

i The school buildings consist of a somewhat heavy looking
structure, in the style of the hospital, from which they are
separated by a considerable open space. They comprise a very
handsome central room, surrounded by galleries, and used as a

- museum. The specimens illustrate natural anatomy, patho-
- logical anatomy, and comparative anatomy. The first depart-
i ment is already completely arranged; the second,which com-

prises the magnificent museum of Sir Astley Cooper, is par-
, tially arranged, and the last is as yet incomplete. Connected
1 with the museum are proper work rooms for the curator and

his assistants. The class and lecture theatres are approached
by a long and gloomy corridor. The theatres appear to be
small and rather low, but they are believed to be large

3 enough for the number of students. The anatomical theatre
. is connected with the dissecting room by a door, through
i which the subjects may be brought in ; and the chemical

theatre is close to a splendidly arranged laboratory, specially
f fitted up for the purpose of teaching practical chemistry to
, a large number of pupils. The professor is provided with

a private room, and with a smaller laboratory for private
e pupils.
- One of the most important features of the new school is
i the physiological laboratory, under the direction of Dr.
a Harley, F.L.S. There are a number of tables, each pro-


